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IV.— OATHS IN THE GREEK EPISTOLOGRAPHERS. 

Though many * have investigated the oaths used in Greek 
comedy, dialogue, and oratory, the oaths used by the episto- 
lographers seem never to have been studied in a comprehen- 
sive way. 2 In compiling the following list from Hercher's 
collection, an effort has been made to eliminate all curses, 
wishes, prayers, everything save genuine oaths, with the 
result that a considerable number of invocations, especially in 
the vocative, have been excluded. 

OATHS BY THE GODS COLLECTIVELY (79). 

joa tous 6tom (22) : Aen. 5; Aesch. 5. 1, 9. 2, 12. 16; Alciph. 

2. 4. 17; Aristaen. 1. 28; Demos. 5. 3; Jul. 9. 6, 58. 6, 58. 15; 
Phalar. 31, 68, 95. 2, 119. 1, 124, 128, 131, 133, 137; Procop. 
I02, 1 16, 140. ixa tovs fcovs toiis o-wT^pas : Jul 58. 24. (Jta. tov Aia 
Kal tous aAAous 6tov<s : Aesch. 11. 6. vtj 6tov<s: Aristaen. 1. 4 
vrj tovi 6tov<s (14) : Alciph. 2. 3. 3 (Menander) ; Aristaen 
1. 28; Hippoc. 17. 2; Jul. 6, 22. 2, 50. 2, 58. 19, 58. 21, 68. 1 
Phalar. 125, 132; Plato 7. 349; Procop. 30; Synes. 104. 244 c 
irphs 6tS>v (15) : Aristaen. 1. 5, 1. 6, 1. 22, 2. 1, 2. 4, 2. 7, 2. 15 
Diog. 36. 4; Hippoc. 17. 23; Phalar. 142. 2; Procop. 101 
Theophyl. 8, 12, 21, 23. irpos t&v Otmv (2) : Alciph. 2. 2. 8 
Jul. 58. 4- irpos Qt&v Kal Sai/advwv : Alciph. 3. 39. I. irpos Aios Tt 
Ikioiov Kal Otutv bfioyvitav : Hippoc. 26. jt/jos Aios £tviov Kal Travrtov 
riov Oewv : Demos. 5. 1. <5 Oeol (8) : Aesch. 12. 3 ; Alciph. 3. 50. 3, 

3. 61. 3, 3. 72. 1 ; Jul. 26. 2; Phalar. 141. 2, 141. 3; Philostrat. 
73- 3 (Gorgias 12). <5 dtol Kal Sat/jo^es ol t^s dAiy^etas TJjjs cv 

'Cf. the author's Princeton diss. (1910), Studies in Menander, 
Chapter I, Oaths in Menander, with the bibliography there cited. The 
most important collections of material are to be found in : Kuhnlein, 
De vi et usu precandi et iurandi formularum apud decern oratores 
Atticos, progr. v. Neustadt a. d. H. (1882) ; Meinhardt, De forma et 
usu iuramentorum, quae inveniuntur in comic. Gr. et Platonis, Xeno- 
phontis, Luciani sermone, diss. Jena (1892) ; Ziebarth, De iureiurando 
in iure Graeco quaestiones, diss. Gottingen (1892). 

* The epistolary oaths ascribed to the ten orators are incorporated in 
Kiihnlein's collection, and those to Plato and Lucian in Meinhardt's. 
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av6p<!>irois la-ropes : Themist. 8. <5 yrj Kal Otol : Aristaen. 2. 20. 
6tol impdpTvpts Iotiov : Procop. 93. opwpx Tovs Oeovs : Pythag. 
9. opwpi toJis 6eov<s avTous teat tov hri aoi pi avatj/avra iroOov : Jul. 
59. 3. <is loaaiv ol Otoi (2) : Jul. 4, 37. 2. ft>s laaatv 01 0eoi 7ravTM 
(2) : Jul. 58. IO, 62. 7. iffTw Zevs, tffTw peya<s "HAios, icttw 'A&yvas 
Kpctros Kal wavra Oeol Kal traaai : Jul. 37- 4- opwpi Tiva 0eO>v ; : 
Aristaen. 2. 2. Karopwo-Ot Tovs 0«o«s : Aristaen. 2. 20. 

OATH BY THE TWELVE GODS. 

pa tovs 8a>8«Ka 6Ws : Alciph. 2. 3. 8 (Menander). 

OATHS BY ATHENA (3). 

vr/ t^v 'AOrjvav (2) : Alciph. 2. 3. 6 (Menander) ; Solon 4. 
i(tt<i> Zevs, ictto) piyas "HAios, iotw 'A&jvas KpaVos Kal jraWes #eot (cot 
7ro<7ai : Jul. 37. 4. 

OATHS BY APOLLO (3). 1 

v?) tov 'AiroAA<ova : Aristaen. i. 4. *A7roAAov airorpoirau : Aris- 
taen. 2. I. pa tov ' ' Apiaraiov Kal tov 'AttoWw avrov : Aelian 5- 

OATH BY ARISTAEUS. 
pa t6v 'Apioraiov Kal tov 'AjtoAAw avrdv : Aelian 5- 

OATHS BY ARTEMIS (9). 

pa Trjv'Aprepiv (4) : Alciph. 2. 1. 5, 2. 2. 6, 2. 4. 20; Aristaen. 
1. 10. vrj rijv'ApTtpiv ( 5 ) : Alciph. 2. 1. 8, 2. 4. 5, f r. 5. 4 ; Aristaen. 
1. 6, 1. 11. 

OATHS BY APHRODITE (17). 
pa. tt/v 'A<f>po$iTr)v: Alciph. 2. 2. 2. v»/ Ttjv ' A^pooirqv (6): 

Alciph. 1. 39. 4, 2. 1. 1, 2. 1. 3, fr. 4. 1, fr. 5. 2; Aristaen. 1. 8. 
vpbs Trp 'AQpoSlnyi (3) : Alciph. 2. 2. 6; Aristaen. 1. 24, 1. 27. 
jrpos t<5v Xa/otT<i)v Kal ttjs ' A<f>poSiTrj's : Jul. 58. 3- SeoTroiva 'A<ppo- 
8«'™? (3) : Alciph. I. 32. I, I. 36. 3, I. 39. I. paprvpopai T»jv 
'A^po8iT7/v: Aristaen. 1. 25. oin-ws tAtws £*t/ /xoi 'A<f>po8irr): Aris- 
taen. 2. 13. vrj t^v peyd\i)v Oeov : Alciph. I. 39. 2. 

OATH BY GE. 

<5 yij xai 0«oi : Aristaen. 2. 20. 

1 In his review of Professor Wright's Studies in Menander, Boll, di 
fil. cl., XVIII (1912) 195, Terzaghi says that slaves swore by Apollo. 
There is a special propriety in this as Apollo himself was a slave to 
Adtnetus (A. J. P. XXXII 364) — B. L. G. 
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OATH BY DEMETER. 
fia ttjv Kak\iyeveiav : Alciph. 2. 4. I. 

OATHS BY THE TWO GODDESSES (5). 
pa Ta<i deal : Alciph. 2. 4. 3. aa tos 'EAevcrtvtas Seas, pa, ret 
fuvariipia outwv: Alciph. 2. 3. i (Menander). vy ri> Oei> (2): 
Aristaen. 1. 19, 1. 27. vy to uvo-rqpia: Alciph. 2. 2. 8. 

OATHS BY JUSTICE (2). 

vij tt/v AUtjv : Aristaen. 1. 20. vt) Tqv Oelav StKi/v : Jul. 54- 3- 

OATHS BY DIONYSUS (2). 
/!ia rov Atdwo-ov (cat toiiS /iaK\iKovi avrov Kiaaovs : Alciph. 2. 3- 
10 (Menander). <» o>i'A« AicWrc: Aristaen. I. 18. 

OATH BY DIONE. 

vy ttjv Aimvtjv : Aristaen; 1. 19. 

OATHS BY EROS (iO). 
pa, Toil's "EpwTas : Aristaen. 2. 16. vr/ tov *Epa>ra tov evrvxok eh 
ttjv eprjV Tero^evKOTa <pv\V v '• Aristaen. 2. 21. vr) tovis *Ep<i>TOS (4) : 
Aristaen. 1. 7, 1. 22, 1. 27, 2. 13. irpos roii "Epwros : Aristaen. 
2.5. trpb<s 'EptoTOS : Philostrat. 13. Jiyios *E/»o>tos avroii #cat <j>iXlas 
txtmjs: Procop. 53. <5 <j>ikoi *E/oo>Tes : Procop. 15. 

OATHS BY HERMES (2). 
jrpos 'Eppov Kal Movawv : Jul. 2. I. 'Ep/tij KtpSioe Kal dAe£(Ka*e 
'Hpa*A«s: Alciph. 3. 47. 1. 

OATH BY HESTIA. 
vij ttjv lepav 'Eartav : Synes. 148. 284 C. 

OATHS BY ZEUS (8l). 

pa Ala (19) : Aesch. 12. 1 ; Alciph. fr. 6. 17; Aristaen. 1. 10, 
2. 21 ; Brutus 56; Chio 3. 4; Diog. 29. 1 (twice) ; Hippoc. 20. 
3 ; Jul. 22. 1, 50. 3, 61. 3 ; Phalar. 141. 2, 145 ; Procop. 48, 74, 
146; Themist. 4. 1,8. pa. rbv Ala (3): Aesch. 12. 9; Phalar. 
136. I, 144. 4. ua. tov Aia Kal tovs aAAous 6eovs: Aesch. II. 6. 
vol pa Ala (2) : Aristaen. 2. 12; Jul. 3. 1. vij Aia (15) : Aelian 
18; Alciph. 1. 39. 5, 1. 39. 7, fr. 6. 7; Brutus 40; Chio 16. 3; 
Demos. 4.8; Hippoc. 17. 17; Jul. 59. 4; Luc. 3. 32; Phalar. 
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22, 141. 2, 143. i ; Socrat. 7. 2; Synes. 136. 272 b. vr) tov Ala: 
Aristaen. 1. 13. vr) rbv Ala rbv fieyuTTov (2) : Phalar. Jj. 2, 113. 
V77 tov Ala top 'OAu/ijtmm' : Socrat. 27. 1. irpos Aids (9) : Aesch. 
2. 5 ; Alciph. 3. 5. 1 ; Aristaen. 1. 13, 2. 9, 2. 19 ; Phalar. 140. 2, 
158; Procop. 58, 125. irpos tov Aids : Jul. 58. 14. w Zeii (5): 
Jul. 52. 1; Procop. 9, 116, 161, 163. <« Z«5 pao-iXw: Hippoc. 
17. 16. jua tov #tdv : Jul. 16. 6. jua top $iAm>v rbv ipov T£ xat o-dv 
(2) : Aristaen. 2. 14, Synes. 103. 241 c. val pa rbv $i'Aiov ktA. 
(2) : Synes. 49. 187 d, 59. 203 d. vr) tov $iAiov ktA. : Synes. 129. 
263c. irpos (j>tXuiv Aids: Aen. I. 7rpos Aios <j>i\(.ov: Jul. 3. 2. 
irpos Aios <f>i\.iov t« Kai kraipiiov, Kal tov «t« KaTa y^v ev tvo-tfiiov 

X<!)pu> ovtos £tT« kot' aoTpa SwKpaTovs: Socrat. 27. I- 

irpos 4>tAtou (4) : Procop. 75, 103, Il6, 132. Tpos iTaipdov Aios 
Kat Koivijs torias : Phalar. 79- ""po* Aids t« Ikco-iov Kal @t£>v bpo- 
yviiov : Hippoc. 26. irpos Aios £tviov Kai iraprav tojv 0«ov : Demos. 
5. I. ioT(o Zevs : Jul. 22. 2. toro) Zevs, iot<o p.tyas "HAios, torw 
'A&jvas KpaVos Kai iravTts 6toi Kal iraoai : Jul. 37. 4- itt<» Zens : 
PlatO. 7. 345. pAprvs 6*HAios . . . Kai 6 /?ao-iAei>s Zev<s: Jul. 12. I. 
opwpt TOV irdvTwv ayaOwv ipol aiTiov Kai o-o>Trjpa: Jul. J\. 2. 

OATHS BY HELIOS (3). 
vr) tov "HAioy : Phalar. 142. 3. ior<o Zevs, loTta /xiyas "HAios, 
io-T«) 'AB-qvas: KpaVos Kal iraVTfS Oeol Kal iraaai : Jul. 37- 4- papTvt 
6"HAios .... Kat 6 /3a(TtAeiis Ze«s: Jul. 12. 1. 

OATH BY HERA. 

vt) tt)v "Hpav. Aristaen. 1. 19. 

OATHS BY HERACLES (7). 

fta rbv 'HpaKkta : Phalar. 64. vrj tov 'HpaxAea : Crates 8. 
'HpatAtts (4): Alciph. 3. 61. 1; Hippoc. 17. 20; Luc. 3. 32; 

PrOCOp. 54 'Epp.rj KcpSujc Kal dAt£tKaK£ 'HpaVAeiS : Alciph. 3. 47. I. 
OATH BY THEMIS. 

vq rqv ®ipxv : Proclus, Typi Epistolares 40. 

OATHS BY THE FATES. 

& <pi\ai Moipat : Alciph. 1 . 38. 5. 

OATHS BY THE MUSES (4). 
pa Tcts <£t'Aas Movoras: Alciph. 2. I. 7. vr) ras Movctos (2): 
Aristaen. 2. 5, 2. 19. wpos 'EppoS koi Movo-mv. Jul. 2. 1. 
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OATH BY NEMESIS. 
Ntptai hioiroiva : Alciph. f r. 4. 3. 

OATHS BY THE NYMPHS (2). 
irpb<s T<av N«/i^><3v Kal tov riovos tovtov : Alciph. fr. 6. 6. vrj ras 
KoiAiaSas N«|t<^os: Aristaen. I. 3. 

OATHS BY PAN (2). 

irp6<> tov llanos : Aelian i. wpos tS>v Nvfi<f>wv koX tov IWos 
tovtov : Alciph. f r. 6. 6. 

OATH BY POSEIDON. 

irpbs tov <tou IlocrtiSwvos : Aristaen. i. J. 

OATHS BY SERAPIS (2). 

opwpx tov pAyav 'S.dpamv : Jul. 5. 2. irpbs tov SapcwnSos : Jul. 

9. 3. 

OATHS BY THE GRACES (6). 

v»7 to,* XdpiTa? (4) : Aristaen. i. 3, 1. 14, 1. 19; Procop. 135. 
npos T<ov XapiTiav: Aristaen. I. II. Tpos T«uv Xapirtav Kai T^s 
'A^jooStV^s : Jul. 58. 3. 

OATH BY THE SEASONS. 

vjj tos <^iAas 'ftjoos : Aristaen. 1. 11. 

OATHS BY THE DEMONS (2). 
71700s 6tmv Kal Sai/ioviav : Alciph. 3. 39. I. <a 6eol Kal &aip.ovi<s oc 
Tijs dkifielas rfp b> dvBpiiwovs laTopes : Themist. 8. 

OATHS BY GOD (8). 
TouTa $€OV, TavTa dv6pwnov<i fiaprvpopxit : Synes. 105. 249 d. 
paprvpopai tov eirl irdai 6iov: Synes. 57- 194 d. jxAprvi 8eo<s (2) : 
Synes. 146. 282 d, 146. 283 a. vrj tov €<f>opov dkr/deias Oeov : Synes. 
105. 250 C. op.vv/u Oeov ov <f>ikoao<f>ia wpeo-ftevei : Synes. 4. 162 C. 
fidprvpa iroLovfiaL Oeov ov <j>ikoo-o<j>ta 7r/oeoy3tuti : Synes. 123. 259 d. 
paprvpa ■noiovpM 6ebv ov Kal (jnXoao(j>ia Kal tfukia irpeo-ftcvci : Synes. 
96. 236 a. 

OATHS BY HUMAN ATTRIBUTES (32). 
Tavra 6iov, TavTa avOpamovs fiaprvpofiai : Synes. 1 05. 249 d. vi) 
ttjv tovtov tov KaKwv airaWayyv : Alciph. 2. 2. 8. 11700s tovtiov tov 
ytvt'uav: Philostrat. 13. vrj Tr/v Tiplav o~ov SidOcaiv. Synes. 129. 
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263 d. &fio<ra fcoi' c£<i>Aeiav c/xauTou : Alciph. 3. 3. 4. irpos ctoi- 
pctov Atds icat KOivrjs cartas : Phalar. 79. irpos rijs <rijjs ffytovaias : 
Aristaen. 1. 2. irpds tov aov koXXovs: Aristaen. 1. 4. v^ T^r 
te/jaV crov Ke<f>aki]V (2) : Synes. 95. 233 c, 105. 250 C. vq Tip/ Updv 
aov KttpaXr/v Kal tyjV t<ov ttoiSiwv pov ata-rqpLav : Synes. 95. 234 C. vtj 
ttjv Updv aov Kal TpmoOrjTov Kt<f>aXi]V : Synes. 79. 224 C. vr) ttjv 
Upav hfuav Ke<j>a\i)V : Synes. 79. 226 d. pa ttjv Tipiav aov KKpakijv : 
Synes. 134. 271 b. vai pa rrjv cSi%jv aov (cat atfiaapiav Ki<f>a\r)V. 
Synes. 67. 214 d. trpbs tUv A.dy<uv: Synes. 73. 220 d. val pa 
TOtis Xdyous: Synes. 91. 231 C. opwpi ov Tqv wXaravov rrjv %<oKpd- 
tovs dXXa. Toiis Adyous awTOifc : Procop. 63. trpoi iw ©atSos paaruiv 
Kal <f>iXr)paTiav : Aristaen. 2. 16. /wt tov aov N«Xov Kal rots rra- 
povaas aol XaptTas : Procop. 1 16. pa rov bpoyviov tov e/tdv re Kal 
aov : Synes. 95. 233 C. vat /ta rotis dif/tvStis Tlappaaiov mvcucas : 
Theophyl. 6. vrj to abv rrpoawrrov : Aristaen. 2. 9. bpvvpi Tas 
XapiTas IIti6ia8os : Aristaen. I. 12. n-pds Aids (piXiov t« <c«i frai- 
peiov, Kai rov tlrt Kara yrp> iv evaefiiov x^PV dvros «t« Kar' aarpa 
.... SwK/wtTous : Socrat. 27. 1. jua t^v <t^v <papirpav: Aristaen. 
2. 13. irpds E/scdtos avToii Kal <jbiAias tKCtvijs : Procop. 53. irpds 
o-auToi Kat ttJs iraA.atds <piXia<s rjpiav : Diony. Antioch. l6. pa tftav 
cppiva Kaio/xevav iroOia : Jul. 59. I . bpvvio tovis #eot>s (cat tov hrl aoi 
p.e avdif/avTa rr66ov : Jul. 59. 3. vat trpbi ipij<i Kal Tmv avTa8iX<t><ov 
T<av ipuiv awTrjpias : Alciph. 3. 39. 3. irpbs aii-iys t»/s i/'vxv 5 : Synes. 
141. 278 a. 

Apart from the oaths " by human attributes ", the Christian 
oaths of Synesius " by God ", and the Egyptian oath " by 
Serapis ", the preceding list of 33 different types of oaths 
includes all the oaths used in Greek comedy, except those by 
Asclepius and Hephaestus (which are not found in Aris- 
tophanes, either), together with the following additional 
oaths, suggestive of post-classic and Alexandrian influence : 
By Aristaeus, Justice, Dione, Eros, Hera (an oath used espe- 
cially by Socrates), Themis, Fates, Muses, Nemesis, Nymphs, 
Pan, Graces, and Seasons. 

The 293 oaths are distributed among 25 of the 60 authors 
in Hercher's volume as follows : 

Aelian (4) : Apollo (r), Aristaeus (1), Zeus (1), Pan (1) 
4 types. 

Aeneas (2) : Gods collectively (1), Zeus (1) . . . 2 types. 

Aeschines (9) : Gods collectively (5), Zeus (4) ... 6 types. 



OATHS IN THE GREEK EPISTOLOGRAPHERS. 7 1 

Alciphron (48): Gods collectively (7), Twelve Gods (1), 
Athena (x), Artemis (6), Aphrodite (11), Demeter (1), Two 
Goddesses (3), Dionysus (1), Hermes (1), Zeus (5), Heracles 
(2), Fates (1), Muses (1), Nemesis (1), Nymphs (1), Pan 
(1), Demons (1), Human attributes (3) 33 types. 

Aristaenetus (60) : Gods collectively (13), Apollo (2), 
Artemis (3), Aphrodite (5), Ge (1), Two Goddesses (2), 
Justice (1), Dionysus (1), Dione (1), Eros (.7), Zeus (8), 
Hera (1), Muses (2), Nymphs (1), Poseidon (1), Graces 
(4), Seasons (1), Human attributes (6) .... 41 types. 

Brutus (2) : Zeus (2) 2 types. 

Chio (2) : Zeus (2) 2 types. 

Crates (1) : Heracles (1) 1 type. 

Demosthenes (4) : Gods collectively (2), Zeus (2) 

3 types. 

Diogenes (3) : Gods collectively (1) ; Zeus (2) 2 

types. 

Dionysius of Antioch ( 1 ) : Human attributes ( 1 ) 1 

type. 

Hippocrates (8) : Gods collectively (3), Zeus (4), Heracles 
(1) 7 types. 

Julian (43): Gods collectively (18), Athena (1), Aphro- 
dite (1), Justice (1), Hermes (1), Zeus (13), Helios (2), 
Muses (1), Serapis (2), Graces (1), Human attributes (2) 
25 types. 

Lucian (2) : Zeus (1), Heracles (1) .... 2 types. 

Phalaris (29): Gods collectively (14), Zeus (12), Helios 
(1), Heracles (1), Human attributes (1) .... 12 types. 

Philostratus (3) : Gods collectively (1), Eros (1), Human 
attributes (1) 3 types. 

Plato (2) : Gods collectively (1), Zeus (1) .... 2 types. 

Procopius (26) : Gods collectively (6), Eros (2), Zeus (13), 

Heracles (1), Graces (1), Human attributes (3) 15 

types. 

Pythagoreans ( 1 ) : Gods collectively ( 1 ) . . . . 1 type. 

Socratics (4) : Zeus (3), Human attributes (1) .... 3 types. 

Solon ( 1 ) : Athena ( 1 ) ... 1 type. 

Synesius (28) : Gods collectively (1), Hestia (i),Zeus (5), 
God (8), Human attributes (13) 18 types. 

Themistocles (4): Gods collectively (i),Zeus (2), Demons 
( 1 ) 2 types. 
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Theophylactus (5) : Gods collectively (4). Human attri- 
butes ( 1 ) 2 types. 

Proclus, Typi Epistolares ( 1 ) : Themis ( 1 ) . . . . 1 type. 

Note especially that three authors, Aristaenetus, Alciphron, 
and Julian, contain 151 of the total of 293 oaths; and that 
three others, Phalaris, Synesius, and Procopius, contain 83 
more, leaving the remaining 59 oaths to be divided among 
the other nineteen authors. The first group is further dis- 
tinguished by the great variety of oaths ; while with Synesius, 
the Christian writer, one is struck with the presence of non- 
Christian oaths. 

The formulae largely conform to what we know to have 
been normal, vy foovs, Aristaen. 1. 4, seems unique, elsewhere 
in Greek literature always vy tovs Otovs. 1 The epistolographers 
prefer tfy>6s 6ewv (15) to irpbs tcuv Gf.wv (2), as do Plato and 
Menander and the Middle Comedy, in striking contrast with 
Aristophanes .... a further confirmation of the assumed 
popular decreasing use of the article. 2 In the oaths by 
Zeus, with pA, vrj, Trp6<s and without a modifying epithet, 
the shorter forms predominate 45 to five. This also is 
in keeping with the usage of Plato, Lucian, 3 the Middle 
Comedy, 4 and Menander. 6 There are three violations of the 
general rule, proved for Aristophanes, Menander, and the 
orators, that oaths introduced by irpo'i are confined to impera- 
tive and interrogative sentences 6 : Aristaen. 1.24 (corrupt), 
1.27; Jul. 59. 14. 

There are many oaths cast in unusual, literary, non-idio- 
matic forms, but not more than might be expected in such 
artificial writers. The artificiality of some of these oaths is 
evidently recognized by the user. Thus, Procop. 93, wvl Se 

/UjU^cro/^cu. yovv ti 7tot;tik6v ko\ iirl ptyav opKov 6p,ovp,ai, Otoi 8' iiri- 
HapTvpes t(TT<j>v ; or Plato 7- 345> ^ TTta Zevs <f>r]<nv 6 ©jj/Jaios. 
Artificiality is a notable characteristic of most of the oaths 
under the heading, " Oaths by human attributes ". This is 

J Cf. Studies in Menander, 36, 71. 2 Ibid., 9, 

*Cf. Meinhardt, 18 f. 

*Cf. Selvers, De mediae comoediae sermone. diss. Westphalia 
(1909), 61. 

5 Cf. Studies in Menander, 35. This applies to n&, »ij. vpbs (toO) 
A<os does not occur in the extant Menander. 

•Ibid., 9. 
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balanced in most cases by peculiar appropriateness to the 
situation under which they are uttered or to the person to 
whom they are addressed. Such appropriateness appears 
elsewhere also, for, Alciph. 2. 4. 1, Glycera swears to Men- 
ander by Calligenia in whose temple she is. In Alciph. f r. 6. 
6, one of the merry women swears by the Nymphs and the 
Graces whose statues stand near by. " By thy Poseidon ", is 
the oath addressed, Aristaen. 1. 7, to a fisherman, and, id. 2. 21, 
the love-sick Abrocomas swears by Cupid who has shot so 
straight into his heart. 

The established principles of sex appropriateness, also, are 
well observed : Women do not swear by Athena, 1 Apollo, 2 or 
Heracles. 8 Men do not swear by Artemis. 4 The oath by 
Poseidon 5 is used by the maiden in the passage just men- 
tioned, for the fisherman's sake. Aristaen. 1. 18, a woman 
invokes Dionysus, 6 but she is one who knows and praises the 
charms of wine. Alciph. 2. 31 ascribes to Menander the oath 
by the two Goddesses, 7 but it is to be noticed that it is not in 
the usual feminine form, and that it is addressed to a woman 
and is coupled with the oath by the mysteries, which were 
especially sacred in the eyes of every Athenian. Such ex- 
ceptions rather attest than disprove the rules. 

What bearing may this study have upon the vexed problem 
of the authenticity of the letters in Hercher's volume ? As is 
well-known, a very considerable proportion of them were 
written, not by the philosophers, orators, or statesmen to whom 
they are ascribed, but by sophistic falsifiers of the Imperial 
Roman or Byzantine period. The ascription in whole or in 
part has been doubted by one or more scholars in the case of 
fourteen of the 25 " authors " of our list. These fourteen are 8 
Aeschines, Brutus, Chio, Crates, Demosthenes, Diogenes, Hip- 
pocrates, Julian, Phalaris, Philostratus, Plato, Pythagoras. 
Socrates, and Solon. From the investigations of Kuhnlein 
and Meinhardt, we know the oaths used in the undisputed 
works of Aeschines, Demosthenes, and Plato, three of the 
fourteen. Do the same oaths occur in the letters ascribed to 
them? Those used in the "letters of Aeschines", /*ct tows 

1 Ibid., 15. "Ibid.. i& 3 Ibid., 45. * Meinhardt, 57. 

8 Studies in Menander, 48. * Ibid., 29 f. ! Ibid., 28. 

'Cf. Christ, Geschichte der griechischen Litteratur ", s. v. 
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Otovs (3), <« 6toi (i), irpos Aids (i), /*« top Aia /ecu tovs aAAovs 
feovs (1), fia rbv Aia (1), and pa. Ala (1), are all common 
types of oaths and might well have been used in his orations. 
But it so happens that while the orator uses oaths that are 
similar in form, fia. ACa, occurring twice, is the only one of 
these that he actually does use. Of those in the letters 
ascribed to Demosthenes, /act tows fcous (1) occurs twenty 
times in the orations, and vy Aia ( 1 ) , 99 times ; but Tpos Aios 
£tviov Kal iravroiv w 6t<ov ( i ) is to be f ound neither in the un- 
disputed Demosthenes nor apparently elsewhere in classical 
Greek literature. The two oaths in the " Platonic " letters 
both occur in his surely authentic works: nj row Otovs (1), 
eleven times, and tV™ Zeus (1) in Phaedo 62 a, where, as in 
the letter, it is recognized as a peculiarly Theban oath : Cebes, 
the Theban, rij avrov <f>tavfj z'nrwv. This might be conscious 
imitation, or mere coincidence. It certainly furnishes no con- 
clusive evidence. Apparently oaths were not one of the 
characteristics of the style of their models which the epistol- 
ographers made any general effort to imitate. At least it is 
hazardous to use them as a test of the authenticity of the 

letters. 

F. Warren Wright. 

Smith College. 



